      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 18th March 2024 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Pryke, Taylor.

Borough Cllr. Jayne Rear

LCC Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were no members of the public.
1442/24   To receive apologies

NONE
1443/24    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 
15th January 2024
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January 2024 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1444/24        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1445/24 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
NONE

1446/24 To consider planning applications as below:

2024/0107/FUL  The Beeches, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Alterations and extensions

It was resolved the council supported this application.
2024/0155/FUL  Hermitage, 79, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Replacement windows

It was resolved the council supported this application.
2024/0048/FUL  Willowmere, 33, Croston Drive, Rufford

Erect a single storey side extension with integral double garage and raised decking area further to the demolition of a large detached garage, an outbuilding to the rear, a small side extension to the dwellinghouse and a small rear porch with associative works.

It was resolved the council supported this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2023/0663/PIP  Land South of Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Application for permission in principle up to 2 no. dwelling houses.

2023/1035/FUL  Moss End Cottage, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Single storey side/rear extension (retrospective)

2023/1072/LDP  231, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Certificate of lawfulness – proposed loft conversion with dormer to rear also hip to gable roof.

2023/1006/FUL  land to the West of Park farm, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

An extension to hard standing on existing site.

2023/0891/OUT  Alsley Cottage, 20 Station Road, Rufford

Demolition of an existing dwelling and outbuilding and construction of a detached  part single/ part two storey dwellings. (outline application)

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

NONE

1447/24 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022745  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                      £695.00 
022746  B Caunce - tarmac at village halls                                             £200.00

022747  Ainscough – drain clearance                                                     £201.60

022748  CJ Pennington  grass cutting                                                      £394.80

022748  WLBC trade waste village halls                                                £330.58

022750  P Brookfield  park maintenance etc.                                          £225.08

022751  P Brookfield  park maintenance etc.                                          £305.94

022752  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                       £641.00   
It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1448/24   Parish Council web-site
To consider proposal for the clerk to investigate and report back with information and costings.
The clerk informed the council of various websites and social media information, and would try to invite someone from the websites to give the Parish Council a presentation of the contents/cost of having a website with a gov.uk domain address.

It was resolved by the council to proceed with implementing a Parish Council website using a professional company to give the council appropriate support.

1449/24    Mere Sands Wood
Cllr. Pickavance stated he visited Mere Sands Wood accompanied by Mark Golding, farmer, who farms the field adjacent to Mere Sands Wood. They spoke with Fiona Whitfield, management of Mere Sands Wood, regarding cleaning out a ditch. Mark Golding agreed to cover costs.

The council noted the Information.
1450/24    Flood Risk

NONE

1451/24 Highways
West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow

Cllr Pryke stated this is ongoing and would inform the council when he receives appropriate information.

The council noted the information.
East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE

The clerk informed the council that work was going to be done on the level crossing at Rufford Station on Sunday 14th April 2024. Road to be closed 0700 to 1600.

The council noted the information.
The clerk asked Cllr Pickavance if could he pick up a large bag of salt and with the help from Cllr. Pryke, fill up the salt bins in Rufford & Holmeswood.

It was resolved by the council to proceed with the request.

1452/24 Public footpaths   

NONE

1453/24  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
NONE

1454/24   Recreation Grounds 

The clerk informed the council, Rufford Primary School wanted to use Rufford Park on Friday 22nd March 2024 for the school cross country event.
It was resolved by the council to give Rufford Primary School permission to use Rufford Park for their event.
1455/24    Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE
1456/24 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1457/24 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
The clerk informed the council he had spoken to Nicola Hamilton, senior planning officer, WLBC planning dept., with regards to extra CILT monies the parish council had applied for and been approved. The clerk was asking planning when the monies was being paid into the parish council account and was informed a legal document would be sent out for the clerk to sign and return.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to keep them updated of the situation.

1458/24   To note police information

NONE

1459/24      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 15th April 2024. 

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 15th April 2024
Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.17 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
